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COVERT IDENTIFICATION 

The present Invention relates to covert identification and in 
particular to a method and apparatus for applying and retrieving covert 
5 identification in a dimensional work for example an audio and/or visual 
media. 

Increasingly security measures are being sought to protect 
against the unauthorised copying of copyright material and to enable the 
rightful holder of a copyright wori< to prove authorship. The business in 

10 illegal copies of popular films on video for example is believed to be 

significant and damaging to the film industry. In the case where authorship 
of an original wortt is in issue, it is often the case that any markings which 
may have been applied to the wori< to prove its origin may simply have 
been removed. Also, where only a portion of an original wort^ has been 

15 copied or the original wori^ has been slightly altered it is sometimes difficult 
to prove that copying took place. 

In addition, as the move to computerised banking 
accelerates, the need to produce bank cards, credit cards and other 
printed material which cannot be successfully copied and which enable 

20 forgeries to be easily identified is now a priority for most financial 
organisations. This is also true of other fomns of documents such as 
passports, security cards or travel passes. 

The difficulty with most forms of security identification is that 
once a forger has an authorised copy to wori< from any security markings 

25 can be recognised and then either copied or removed. For example, in the 
case of banking, holograms are now applied to credit cards to deter 
copying of the cards. However, the technology for producing holograms is 
well known and easily available to someone detennined to create a forgery 
of a credit card even if the quality of the hologram may not be the same as 

30 the original. Since the forger can see the image in the original hologram it 
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is that much easier for the card to be copied. However, although the 
hologram is present to enable the general public to identify authorised 
cards, in many cases the general public are not able to differentiate 
between an authorised copy and a forgery, even where the quality of the 
5 hologram is poor. In this case the strength of the security is dependent 
upon the availability of the technology involved. 

Even where the security features are not visible to the naked 
eye, i.e. covert, inevitably information on the nature of the security 
markings become known and can then be copied. An example of this is 

10 the use of fluorescent markings on printed currency. The knowledge that 
such markings are used is now widespread which means that forgers are 
aware that the paper used to produce a good forgery of a bank note should 
also have such fluorescent markings. Similarly certain building societies in 
the UK include a signature of the account holder on documents which 

15 enable access to the account. The signature is transparent to visible light 
but may be clearly seen in ultraviolet light. This may act as a deterrent to 
an opportunistic pickpocket but suitable apparatus for enabling a thief to 
examine the covert signature is easily available and so cannot prevent 
money being illegally removed from an account by someone with the 

20 appropriate apparatus and an ability to copy signatures. 

The present invention seeks to address the difficulties 
identified above with respect to conventional security measures and seeks 
to provide a method and apparatus for applying and retrieving covert 
identification in a dimensional work or record which is almost impossible to 

25 detect or reproduce without authorisation. In addition, the present 

invention seeks to provide a method and apparatus for applying covert 
identification to recorded media which are detectable even if only a portion 
of the recorded media is copied. 

The present invention provides apparatus a method of introducing 

30 covert identification into a record comprising the steps of encrypting a 
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selected identification, altering a first property of the record with respect to 
a dimension or second property of the record in dependence on the 
encrypted identification and thereby generating a protected record 
containing noise-like perturbations of the first property. 

5 In the context of this document reference to a record is to any 

work having a property susceptible to variation without loss of information. 
For example the record may be an audible woric, such as speech or music, 
with the variable first property being the amplitude of the frequencies of the 
work. In this case the second property of the record is in the spectral 

10 dimension. Alternatively, the record may be a visual work, such as a 
picture, with the variable first property being the shade or intensity of the 
images forming the work and here the second property of the record is in 
the spatial dimension. 

In a further alternative the record may be a compact disc 

15 (CD) with the variable first property being the reflectance of 'pits' on the 
surface of the CD and with the second property being in the spatial 
dimension. 

In one preferred embodiment, the record source supplies the 

record in the form of an electromagnetic signal. The electromagnetic 
20 signal may be analogue or digital and the filter device may be a summator 

which combines the electromagnetic signal with an encrypted signal. 

Alternatively, the filter device may be a bank of adaptive bandpass filters 

which are weighted in accordance with the pseudorandom encryption of 

the covert identification. 
25 Alternatively, the record may be in the form of an optical 

signal and the filter device may be a spatial light modulator or a phase 

mask. 

The encryption of the covert identification is done by spread 
spectrum signal processing tn which the identification signal is modulated 
30 by a pseudorandom sequence. This has the effect of spreading the 
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information in the covert identification over a known signal space or 
dimension. The signal space is determined by the properties of the record. 
Hence in the case of an audio work the signal space is in the spectral 
domain, whereas in the case of an optical work the signal space is in the 

5 spatial domain as it is in the case of a CD. The spreading of the 

information makes the resultant encrypted signal noise-like. This noise is 
then combined with the record and the composite appears to be the 
original record slightly degraded by noise. The degradation can be made 
to be sufficiently slight as to be negligible. The recovery of the covert 

10 identification is by means of a matched filter which reverses the noise 
degradation deliberately introduced. The matched filter can only be 
constructed with knowledge of the pseudorandom code and so the covert 
identification can only be extracted with knowledge of the code. 

The present invention also provides apparatus for introducing 

15 covert identification into a record comprising a record source, a filter device 
adapted to alter a first property of the record with respect to a dimension or 
second property of the record in dependence on an encrypted selected 
identification and means for generating a protected record containing 
noise-like perturbations of the first property. 

20 In a further aspect the present invention provides a method of 

extracting covert identification from a record comprising the steps of 
identifying noise-like perturbations in a first property of the record with 
respect to a dimension or second property of the record, extracting 
identified noise-like perturbations in dependence on a known encrypted 

25 selected identification and decoding the extracted noise-like perturbations 
to generate an output identification. 

The present invention also provides apparatus for extracting 
covert identification from a record comprising a matched filter device 
having detector means for detecting noise-like perturbations in a first 

30 property of the record with respect to a dimension or second property of 
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the record and means for extracting detected noise-like perturbations in 
dependence on a known encrypted selected identification and decoding 
means for decoding the extracted noise-like perturbations to generate an 
output identification. 

5 Embodiments of the present invention will now be described 

by way of example with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 
Figure 1 is a diagram of apparatus for applying and retrieving 
covert identification to and from an audio recording; 

Figure 2 is a diagram of apparatus for applying and retrieving 

10 covert identification to and from a digitised image; 

Figure 3 shows the output of the correlator of Figure 2 without 
the feedback mechanism in operation; 

Figure 4 shows the output of the correlator of Figure 2 with 
the feedback mechanism in operation for the same signal as Figure 3; 

15 Figure 5 shows the output of the correlator of Figure 2 with 

the feedback mechanism in operation where the amplitude of the 
encrypted signal, which is the same signal as Figure 3. has been reduced; 

Figure 6 shows the output of the correlator of Figure 2 with a 
digitised image having 63 shades of grey; and 

20 Figure 7 shows the output of the correlator of Figure 2 with a 

digitised image having 220 shades of grey. 

In Figure 1 apparatus Is shown which enables covert 
identification to be combined in real-time with an audio record such as 
speech in a conversation or music. In the following the audio record will be 

25 referred to as the primary signal. The covert identification or fingerprint, 
which may be in the form of a message, is encrypted by spreading the 
signal in the same space dimension as the primary signal which in this 
case is the frequency domain. The covert Identification is encrypted using 
a selected pseudorandom code, which is independent of the content of the 

30 covert signal, to determine the spread of the infonnation in the covert 
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identification with respect to frequency. Since the encrypted signal is to be 
combined with the primary signal, the covert identification is encrypted with 
the same channel bandwidth as the primary signal. 

The apparatus shown in Figure 1 may also be used to apply 
5 covert identification in real-time to a video recording. In this case the 
encrypted signal is applied to each frame of the video in the manner of 
time stamping. This also enables the covert identification to be retrieved in 
real-time if desired. 

The apparatus includes a processor 10 connected to a 

10 source 11 of the pseudorandom code. The processor 10 also includes an 
input 12 which receives the covert identification or message to be 
encrypted. The input 12 may be in the form of a conventional alpha- 
numeric keyboard or a ROM. The source 1 1 of the pseudorandom code 
may be a separate processor which includes a memory in which the code, 

15 having already been generated, is stored. 

The processor 10 applies the pseudorandom code to the 
covert message to generate an encrypted signal which is output to a filter 
13: The filter 13 is a post con^elation matched filter which is arranged to 
enhance the correlation peaks and suppress the low frequency periodic 

20 cross-correlation in the encrypted signal which could otherwise cause false 
alarms (i.e. a noise peak being mistaken for a correlation peak). Additional 
matched filters may be employed to further improve the fidelity of the 
covert message retrieved from the recording produced. 

A device 14 for combining the encrypted signal or fingerprint 

25 signal with the primary signal is connected to the output of the filter 1 3 and 
to the source (record source) of the primary signal 15. In its simplest form 
the device 14 may function as a summator adding the two signals together. 
The amplitude or intensity of the encrypted signal is low in comparison to 
the primary signal, shown in Figure 1 by the relative sizes of the graphs 

30 adjacent each of the inputs to the device 14. The addition of the encrypted 
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signal to the primary signal results in almost negligible degradation. The 
combined signals are then recorded in any suitable form 16 e.g. on tape or 
record. As the addition of the covert identification to the primary signal 
does not significantly degrade the primary signal the recording may be 
5 used normally, 17. It is not necessary for the covert identification to be 
removed from the recording before the recording can be used. 

When it is desired to authenticate the recording 16, the 
recording is input into a correlator 18 which may also be in the form of a 
processor. The correlator 18 is also connected to a source 1 1 of the same 

10 predetermined pseudorandom code which was used when the covert 

identification was originally encrypted. The correlator 18 extracts from the 
recording those features of the recording 16 which are features of the 
covert identification and not the primary signal and decodes the extracted 
features to recover the covert identification. The features identified may be 

15 considered as perturbations or noise in the recording 16 which can be 
extracted where they correlate with the encryption. The output 19 of the 
correlator 18 is therefore the original covert identification or message. 
Even where the recording 16 has been degraded, because the encrypted 
signal is applied to the primary signal as a very small perturbation, the 

20 encrypted signal may still be accurately extracted because the correlator 
18 identifies perturbations or elements of noise in the recording rather than 
a specific signal. Also, as the encrypted signal is spread through the 
dimensional space of the primary signal, even if only a portion of the 
recording is available for correlation the covert identification may still be 

25 extracted. 

The application of a covert identification to a primary signal 
may be deemed applying a 'fingerprint' to the primary signal to enable the 
recording to be uniquely identified. In the absence of the knowledge of the 
pseudorandom code used, extraction of the covert identification is virtually 
30 impossible since the features of the fingerprint signal cannot be easily 
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identified from the recording. Moreover absence of the covert identification 
in the recording would reveal the recording to be a fake. 

As mentioned above the apparatus of Figure 1 may be used 
to apply covert identrfication to a video. It Is also possible for images such 
5 as photographs to be similarly protected. Apparatus for introducing a 
covert message into a photograph is shown in Figure 2. Where 
appropriate common reference numerals have been used for features 
common to Figure 1 . 

With the apparatus shown in Figure 2 covert identification, for 
10 example in the form of a copyright notice, is input 12 into the processor 10. 
Again a source 1 1 of a pseudorandom code is connected to the processor 
10 so that the copyright notice may be encrypted. In this case since the 
record or work is a two dimensional image, the copyright notice is 
encrypted so as to be spread through the two spatial dimensions of the 
15 image. The output of the processor 10 is applied to a filter 13 which in this 
case is capable of adaptively altering the power of the encrypted signal. 
The output of the filter 13 is then input into a summator 14 for combining 
the encrypted signal or fingerprint signal with a primary signal from a 
record source 15. The primary signal is the original image digitised. The 
20 output of the summator 14 is recorded 16, for example printed, so as to be 
stored in any conventional manner. 

The output from the summator 14 is also used in a feedback 
mechanism or power control mechanism 20 which includes a correlator 
and secondary filter 21 which is matched to the filter 13. The correlator 
25 and secondary filter 21 are used to establish a minimum for the intensity or 
power of the encrypted signal without loss of information. Thus, the 
correlator is also connected to the source 1 1 of the pseudorandom code 
and the input 12 and the feedback mechanism 20 operates to extract the 
covert message from the output of the summator 14. In simple tenns if the 
30 covert message is accurately extracted the power of the encrypted signal is 
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reduced by the adaptive filter 13, with this process being repeated until the 
power of the encrypted signal reaches a minimum in terms of accurate 
extraction of the covert message. 

The apparatus for extracting the covert message from the 

5 recording 16 is similar to that of Figure 1 and consists of a correlator 1 8 
which is connected to a source 1 1 of the pseudorandom code. As before 
the correlator extracts those features of the recording 16 which correspond 
to the pseudorandom code and decodes the features to recover the covert 
message. The output of the correlator 18 may be connected to an 

10 additional matched filter (not shown) which is used to enhance the 
correlation peaks identified by the correlator. 

The effects of the feedback mechanism 20 are shown in 
Figures 3 to 5. In Figure 3 the output from the correlator 18 is shown for 
the first five characters of a covert message. In Figure 4 the output from 

15 the correlator 18 for the same five characters is shown where the feedback 
mechanism 20 is operable and with the encrypted signal having an 
overlaid amplitude of 4. Finally, in Figure 5 the same five characters of the 
covert message are shown after the feedback mechanism 20 has caused 
the amplitude of the encrypted signal to be reduced by the adaptive filter 

20 1 3 to an overlaid amplitude of 2, 

Further examples of the output from the con-elator 1 8 for the 
first five characters of a covert message are shown in Figures 6 and 7 
showing how the minimum required amplitude of the encrypted signal is 
dependent on the relative amplitude of the primary signal. In Figure 6 the 

25 primary signal is of an image having 63 shades of grey. In preliminary 
experiments it has been observed that the required amplitude of the 
encrypted signal is related to the grey scale resolution of the digitised 
image. With only 63 shades it was found that the fingerprint signal could 
be recovered with a relative amplitude as low as 1. Figure 7 shows the 

30 correlator output, after further matched filtering, for the case where the 
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digitised image has 220 shades of grey and in this case the encrypted 
signal required a relative amplitude of approximately 8 for adequate 
fingerprint recovery. In each case the feedback mechanism 20 has 
enabled the amplitude of the encrypted signal to be reduced to a minimum 
5 value without loss of information. 

The above embodiments describe the application of a covert 
message to a digitised primary signal. In the alternative, covert 
identification may be applied to an audio work by passing the audio work 
through analogue bandpass filters which are individually and variably 

10 weighted according to the encrypted signal. In the case of an optical work, 
especially a photograph, the negative of the work may be exposed through 
a phased filter or mask the characteristics of which are detemnined by the 
encrypted covert identification. In this way the positive print produced 
includes the encryption. 

15 In a further embodiment covert identification in the form of a 

noise-like analogue overiay is added to the digital data held on a compact 
disc (CD), irrespective of whether the digital data is an audio work or 
computer software, for example. In this case the noise-like analogue 
overlay is used to authenticate the CD rather than the recorded data and 

20 functions so that an unauthorised recording taken from the protected CD 
will not include the analogue overiay and so is recognisable as an 
unauthorised copy. 

In a conventional CD recording, the digital data is stored in 
reflective 'pits' or less reflective 'islands*. When the data is initially being 

25 written onto the CD, a high powered laser is used to burn the pits in a non- 
reflective substrate, the remaining substrate regions becoming the islands 
between the pits. When the data is being read from the CD a laser reader 
is used to scan across the surface of the CD and a photodetector picks up 
the variation in reflectance from the surface of the CD. Some noise is 

30 unavoidable in this process due to the nature of the photodetector and the 
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amplification process. However, as the only required output is a binary 
signal the exact amplitude of the output signal is non-critical and so the 
signal is hard-limited to reproduce the original stored data. Any low- 
amplitude overlay would be removed by the hard-limiting process as it will 
5 appear as noise. 

With this further embodiment, the length and/or width and/or 
location and/or depth of the individual pits in the surface of the CD are 
selectively altered by a small amount which in turn introduces a noise-fike 
analogue variation in the amplitude of the reflectance from the prts when 

10 the CD is read. These alterations to the pits are made small enough that 
they are within the margin of error allowed in industry for the pits and may 
be easily introduced by modulating the power supplied to the laser writer. 
As with the earlier described embodiments, this modulation of the power 
and the resultant alteration to the pits enables a covert message or 

15 fingerprint to be introduced onto the CD, By modifying every pit by a small 
amount the resultant summation can produce an output large enough to be 
recognised by using a modified CD reader which would check for the 
presence or absence of the analogue overiay which involves omitting the 
hard-limiting performed by conventional CD players. As CDs currently hold 

20 in the order of 650MBytes of digrtal data, as well as some overheads such 
as index information, for the overiay to be easily detectable by a user with 
knowledge of the code, for example each bit would only need to be 
modified by an amount of the order of 2 x 10"®%. 

In so far as the encryption of the covert identification is 

25 concerned, the covert identification or message may for example consist of 
a sequence of alphanumerics. A simple message may be built up using 
around 20 characters from a set of around 40 characters. The 20 
characters are then encrypted and a simple technique is to use a 2047- 
chip M-sequence. The time diversity principle of this technique allows the 

30 character to be encoded as a time-shifted sequence. The sequence is 
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then overlaid with variable amplitude. The amplitude may be detemiined 
using Z=X+Y*n, where n sets the general amplitude of the encrypted 
signal. It will be understood though that a vast number of suitable codes 
and code sets are in existence and the selection of any one code may be 
5 application specific. 

With the method and apparatus described it is possible for 
the encrypted signal to have only a small amplitude or intensity and hence 
a low signal to noise ratio. Since the encrypted signal has low intensity 
(power density) the combination of the encrypted signal with the primary 

10 signal results in noise-like perturbations with almost negligible degradation 
of the primary signal. Hence, without knowledge of the pseudorandom 
code used it is impossible to identify the covert message in the recording. 
However, with knowledge of the code used the covert message can be 
retrieved by means of correlation. The recovery of the covert message 

15 involves a processing gain which enables the encrypted signal to have the 
low signal to noise ratio mentioned above. 

By spreading the covert identification through the primary 
signal space the encrypted signal includes a degree of immunity to 
narrowband interference and so even where the recording is subject to 

20 degradation the covert identification can still be retrieved. This is 

particularly important where the recording is subjected to corruption for 
example by compression routines on a digitised recording. 

It will be readily apparent that the application of covert 
identification in the manner described may be utilised in a wide variety of 

25 situations. For example covert identification may be used in press agency 
photograph copyright policing, credit card certification, passport 
photograph marking, authentication of signals in telecommunications and 
audio and video cassette and disc protection. Also covert marking may be 
used to encode additional messages over primary recorded information 

30 such as audio tracks. 
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CLAIMS 

1 . A method of introducing covert identification into a record 

5 comprising the steps of encrypting a selected identification, altering a first 
property of the record with respect to a dimension or second property of 
the record in dependence on the encrypted identification and thereby 
generating a protected record containing noise-like perturbations of the first 
property. 

10 2. A method as claimed in claim 1 , further comprising the step 

of recording the protected record. 

3. A method as claimed in either of claims 1 or 2. wherein the 
selected identification is encrypted using a pseudorandom code. 

4. A method as claimed in claim 3. wherein the selected 
!5 identification is encrypted using spread spectrum signal processing. 

5. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, 
wherein the encrypted identification is filtered to provide a filtered 
encryption and the first property of the record is altered in dependence on 
the filtered encryption. 

20 6. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims. 

further comprising the steps of detecting the noise-like perturbations in the 
protected record, determining an output identification from the noise-like 
perturbations, comparing the output identification with the selected 
identification and adjusting the alteration of the first property of the record 

25 in dependence on the similarity between the output identification and the 
selected identification, thereby minimising the noise-like perturbations in 
the protected record. 

7. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, 

wherein the first property of the record is altered by filtering. 
30 8. A method as claimed in claim 7, wherein the first property is 
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fiftered by addition of the encrypted identification. 

9. A method as claimed in claim 7, wherein the first property is 

filtered using a plurality of adaptive bandpass filters each of which is 
individually weighted in dependence on the encrypted identification. 
5 10. A method as claimed in claim 7, wherein the first property is 

filtered using a spatial light modulator or phase mask. 

11. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, 
wherein the protected record is generated in real-time. 

12. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, 
10 wherein the first property of the record is amplitude or intensity. 

13. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, 
wherein the first property is altered with respect to the spatial or spectral 
dimension of the record. 

14. Apparatus for introducing covert identification into a record 
15 comprising a record source, a fitter device adapted to alter a first property 

of the record with respect to a dimension or second property of the record 
in dependence on an encrypted selected identification and means for 
generating a protected record containing noise-like perturbations of the first 
property. 

20 15. Apparatus as claimed in claim 14. wherein said filter device is 

a summator for addifion of the encrypted identification to the record. 
16. Apparatus as claimed in claim 14, wherein said filter device is 

a plurality of adaptive bandpass filters each individually weighted in 
dependence on the encrypted identification. 

25 17. Apparatus as claimed in claim 14. wherein said filter device is 

a spatial light modulator or phase mask. 

18. Apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 14 to 17. further 

comprising a feedback device having detection means for detecting the 
noise-like perturbations in the protected record, a matched filtering device 
30 for extracting an output identification from the protected record, comparator 
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means for comparing the output identification with the selected 
identification and adaptive means for adjusting the filtering device thereby 
minimising the noise-like perturbations in the protected record. 



5 comprising the steps of identifying noise-like perturbations in a first 

property of the record with respect to a dimension or second properly of 
the record, extracting identified noise-like perturbations in dependence on 
a known encrypted selected identification and decoding the extracted 
noise-like perturbations to generate an output identification. 

10 20. A method as claimed in claim 19, further comprising the step 

of filtering the extracted noise-like perturbations. 

21 . Apparatus for extracting covert identification from a record 

comprising a matched filter device having detector means for detecting 
noise-like perturbations in a first property of the record with respect to a 
15 dimension or second property of the record and means for extracting 
detected noise-like perturbations in dependence on a known encrypted 
selected identification and decoding means for decoding the extracted 
noise-like perturtDations to generate an output identification. 



19. 
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